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2696
Buckheit, James ECEI\/ED 383

From: Leimbach, Sue [SLEIMBACH@wcasd.k12.pa.us] 208 sy -1 PH 1: 50
Sent: Monday, June 02, 2008 12:02 PM

To: jbuckheit@state.pa.us INDEP EN }_f\ﬁ REGUMTOE\W

Subject: Opposition to GCA requirement B f@?f\, OM?JSS!ON

As an cxPcricnccd educator and Parcnt o1c‘1~grown children who were cducated in Public school
system in Fcnnsglvania | want to voice my concern about Pcnding Clﬂaptcr‘}— chulations rcgardir\g
Graduation Compctcncy Asscssmcnts. At least one of my own children would have strugglcd to

Pchorm well in such an exam, dcsPitc Wor‘(ing very hard tl'\rouglw 13 years of education and maintain
a B~C average. Tl’lis daughter w.cnt to a state univcrsitg and graduatcd and later bccémc a

CFCCICﬂtialCA tcachcr ancl is emploged as SUC}T

\With all the scientific research studies s]wowing that standardized testing is a poor measurement of
student’s i(nowlcdgc, skills and cxpcctc& success it is hard to imagine how our lcgislators continue to

be Prcoccupicd with Forci_ng more and more standardized testing on our students.

As a school nurse | took care of several students this past year who were in the nurse’s office,
missing valuable class time because thcg were anxious about uPcoming FSSA tests. |n my oPinion

itis not necessary to su]:jcct little children to that kind of pressure .
The rcgulation as it would affect sPccial education students has many Points left unaddressed.

| work in our administration office a few &ags aweek and see firsthand the amount of clerical work
and what must be an cxtraorclfnarg expense related to the standardized tcsting alreadg n Placc.

Spcnc{ing more dollars in this manneris a foolish waste of taxpagcr dollars.

Anc} as a leader on several committees concerned with children at risk anc‘_ drop out students in
Par‘ticu]ar] amvery concerned that t]jis will add to our alrcac’g outrageous droP out rates in this
commonwealth. | believe students who are not confident may wc”give up. What our communities do

not need are more young Peoplc out there without hig]—) school educations aclcling to crime rates,

wehcarc roles etc. etc.

Please be sure to share my objcctioh to this miseuided plan with the [F ducation (Committees.

Sue Leimbach RN, MSN, CSN, M. Ed. Opposition to GCA requirement

Health Services Coordinator : West Chester Area School District
. 829 Paoli Pike
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